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Employment and Immigration Minister 
Bernard Valcourt 


today officially launched Canada 
Career Week here today. 


open The Schools 


The Minister was on hand to 
and Skills: Show, which he praised as 
an excellent forerunner of the Canada Career Week, 
which is held from November 1-7, 1992. 


Mr. Valcourt said the spirit of Canada Career 
Week should last all year long. 


"Career information is crucial for young 
people in today's fast-changing labour market, with its 
growing demand for skilled workers," Mr. Valcourt told 
the audience of senior high school students attending 


the show of 200 post-secondary training options. 


"It is vital for students and others to learn 
about the vast array of job and career options 


available", the Minister added. "In Canada, more than 


15,000 occupations and 6,000 education and training 


choices are offered to people with a proper level of 
education." 


Canada 


Canada Career Week is sponsored by Employment 
and Immigration Canada on behalf of the Minister of 
State for Youth. It is a week when thousands of 
schools, community groups, employers and Canada 
Employment Centres across the country sponsor 
activities to focus attention on future jobs. Some of 


these activities are year long. 


"Canada Career Week is also a key annual 
activity in the federal Stay-in-School initiative which 
began in 1990," said Mr. Valcourt. 


"With a 30 percent high school dropout rate 
in Canada, the Stay-in-School initiative is designed to 
encourage young people to complete high school so they 
- can have the basic skills to compete effectively in the 
job market," he added. 


On the cost of dropping out, Mr. Valcourt 
urged young people to consider the extra earning power 
of a high school diploma. "A high school diploma means 
higher salaries and a better quality of life. To an 
employer, a diploma is a price tag and performance 
guarantee all in one. It says to the employer that you 
are worth it." 


The Minister told the young people in the 
audience their school and career choices had serious 
consequences for Canada's prosperity. 


"From a national perspective, Canada needs 
educated, skilled and highly dedicated young people to 
help us build a healthy labour market and compete ina 
global economy." 


This year, an estimated 2,000 communities 
across the country will be staging career-related 


activities during or after Canada Career Week. 
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For more information : 


Justin de Beaucamp 
Minister's Office 
(819) 994-2482 


Sharron Hanna 

Employment and Immigration Canada 
(Public Affairs) 

(819) 994-4115 
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